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ADDIS ABABA (AFP) - Hundreds of Ethiopian Jews vowed to continue with a hunger 

strike to pressure Israeli authorities to speed up plans to relocate them to     

Israel. 

Also known as Falashmora -- Ethiopians of Jewish descent converted to 

Christianity in the 19th century -- more than 350 protestors vowed not to leave 

a synagogue in which they are staging the protest.
"I am tired," Fassika Pamke, one of the protestors, told AFP. "But I am not 

giving up (and) as long as we have no answers from the Israel embassy I am not 

eating anything."
Early this year, the Israeli parliament said it would airlift some 600 people 

monthly instead of 300, but the exact date for the beginning of the process has 

not yet been fixed.
On Tuesday, the protesters begun a three-day hunger strike that they say is to 

put pressure on the Israel embassy here to hasten the relocation plans.
But the embassy has not indicated when the Ethiopian Jews would be relocated.

"We do not know the exact date," Ori Konforti, an embassy official, told AFP. 

"It is the government that makes that decision."
According to the Jewish Agency in charge of the emigration, the Horn of African 

nation is home to some 20,000 Falashmoras.

About 65,000 Ethiopian Jews were airlifted to Israel in the 1980s under the 

"aliyah" law that allowed them back as long as they could prove that one of the 

parents was Israeli.
"I do not expect material comfort for Israel. I do not mind to remain as poor as 

I am now," added Fassika.

"I am tired, but I have hope," said 26 year-old Gedeon Ngedow. "I am hopeful 

that our action will have an effect."

But the Falashomras have to prove that that one of their ancestors converted to 

Christianity and that they have Israeli relatives.
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